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Interviewee: HE Khalid Humaidan

Chief Executive of Bahrain Economic Development Board

Q: This is the fifth time the Kingdom of Bahrain
participated in the China Hi-Tech Fair. Could you
please introduce the key projects/sectors you would
like to introduce this time?

A: Bahrain has attended the China Hi-Tech Fair for
many years, resulting in a raft of bilateral agreements
enabling close cooperation in fields as varied as FinTech
and gaming. The focal point this year will be cloud comput-
ing, particularly as an increasing number of global busi-
nesses seek to digitally transform their operations amid the
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. Major developments in this
space include the launch of the Middle East’ s first AWS
data centre in Bahrain, as well as dedicated policies man-
dating a shift to the cloud by public entities. Other pioneer-
ing laws introduced enable the use of Fourth Industrial
Revolution technologies such as blockchain, artificial intel-
ligence and open banking. This concerted focus on tech-
nology has resulted in major market opportunities in the
digital entertainment space, with MENA gaming revenues
alone set to top US$3.9 billion by 2023. Chinese compa-
nies like Cheetah Mobile — which last year launched its
regional headquarters in Bahrain — are among those
already using the Kingdom’ s cost-effective operating base
as a launchpad to the GCC and MENA, and CHTF will
offer more firms the chance to explore this opportunity.

Q: Huawei has settled its headquarters in Bahrain.
How is its development? What contributions do you
think it makes to the development of science and tech-
nology in Bahrain?

A: Huawei made the decision to base its Middle East
headquarters in Bahrain after many years of successes,
having been in the Kingdom since 2004. This major mile-
stone resulted in the launch of an advanced cloud centre
supplying businesses across the region with the latest
technologies and builds on close partnerships with key-
stone organisations such as Bahrain Airport, Seef Mall and
the University of Bahrain. The firm is one of many global
ICT companies calling the Kingdom home, benefitting from
liberal policies and advanced infrastructure as well as one
of the highest internet penetration rates in the region. In
turn, Huawei has been seminal in Bahrain’ s nationwide
roll-out of 5G and — in partnership with Labour Fund Tam-
keen — has led several initiatives to support the Kingdom’ s
next generation of ICT talent, namely the Huawei Global
Competition where a Bahraini team made it to the finals in
China. We look forward to further strengthening our rela-
tionship for many years to come and demonstrating that
the Kingdom is not only open for business, but is also the
logical choice of hub location for Chinese tech firms look-
ing to expand across the lucrative GCC market.

Q: The Kingdom of Bahrain sets itself as a
"New Silicon Valley in Middle East". How is the
progress? Are there any policies in place to sup-
port the project?

A: Bahrain was the first in the GCC to diversify
its economy away from oil towards new sectors such
as technology and financial services. Decades of
regulatory reforms geared towards cutting red-tape
and enabling businesses to thrive have resulted in a
robust startup ecosystem, complete with international
accelerators, a burgeoning VC community and some
of the world’ s most advanced digital infrastruc-
ture.Startups are an integral part of the national eco-
nomic vision, with thepublic and private sectors uni-
fied in their vision to empower startups. We have put
policies in place to make the process of setting up a
company here as simple and cost effective as possi-
ble, including implementing a no corporate tax envi-
ronment, allowing 100 per cent foreign ownership
and making almost all necessary processes and ser-
vices available online.

Q:Why has the Kingdom of Bahrain attached
great importance to inward investment? Are
there any policies to facilitate the implementation
of inward investment projects?

A:The GCC is a region of fast learners and late
adopters, and in Bahrain we see foreign investment
as a crucial way to attract new ideas and learning.
This will be critical to us making the leap from net
consumers to net producers of innovation. When
companies like Huawei and AWS invest in the King-
dom, they provide government and citizens with
training for skills we might otherwise be lacking, such
as in cloud-based technologies. But inward invest-
ment is not just about learning. Private investment is
increasingly viewed as key to unlocking long term
capital for infrastructure projects in the GCC, includ-
ing in Bahrain where we have a US$32 billion pipe-
line of new supply chain, transport and industrial
developments.

Q: How much does the non-oil sector of the
Kingdom of Bahrain account for the total GDP
today? What is the plan to reduce your depen-

dence on 0il? Could you please introduce some
competitive industries in Bahrain?

A: Bahrain’s non-oil sector accounts for 80 per
cent of national GDP, which the government is
committed to growing further. Financial services is the
largest non-oil GDP contributor, and Bahrain boasts
the region’s oldest and most established banking
sector. Today, nearly 400 financial institutions call
Bahrain home.Our award-winning, pro-innovation
single financial regulator, the Central Bank of Bahrain,
has been instrumental in building upon this financial
services expertise to build one of the region’s most
dynamic FinTech ecosystems. It has introduced
pioneering regulation for emerging financial technolo-
gies from cryptocurrencies to open banking, and has
launched the region’s first onshore FinTech regulatory
sandbox, where nearly 30 companies from all over the
world are currently testing their solutions in a dedicat-
ed environment.Owing to its strategic location at the
centre of the Middle East, Bahrain has also emerged
as the manufacturing and distribution hub of choice
for global businesses seeking access to the fast grow-
ing US $1.5 trillion GCC market. Today CPIC, East
Star Group, Jinluo Water, China Harbour Engineering
Company, and CIMC are among those with major
manufacturing operations in Bahrain, which is also the
primary distribution hub and regional HQ for Logistics
giant DHL.

Q: What do you expect for the CHTF this time?
What difficulties have you overcome to participate
the CHTF against the backdrop of COVID-19 pan-
demic?

A: At this year’s CHTF we hope to further strengthen
our economic ties with China and increase opportuni-
ties for mutual cooperation and learning.The ongoing
global pandemic has proven a disruptive influence on
important events all over the world. But the COVID-19
era has been defined by the use of technology to
overcome challenges in meeting and learning from
one another on a global scale.Whether we attend
virtually or in person, as the most prominent high-end
technology fair in China, the CHTF will be a fitting
event to overcome these challenges through technol-
ogy once again.
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Uruguay: Spare no effort
to develop ICT technologies

Q:How many times have you attended the
China Hi-Tech Fair? Could you please quickly share
your exhibition experiences in recent years?

A:lt's the second time that Uruguay took part in the
China Hi-Tech Fair. Last year, in 2019, the president of
Uruguayan Chamber of Information Technologies, Mr.
Leonardo Loureiro and the Manager of Investment from
the Uruguay XXI (CCPIT of Uruguay), Mr. Alvaro Bruni-
ni came to Shenzhen and participated in the Hi-Tech
forums and seminars where Mr. Loureiro delivered a
presentation about Uruguay’ s IT industry. Representa-
tives from quite a few Uruguayan IT companies were
very interested in traveling to Shenzhen for this year’ s
Hi-Tech event, but because of the global pandemic situ-

ation, they are now taking part in the online fair.

Q:Could you please introduce in details 1 or 2
key exhibited projects this time?

A:The Uruguay Chamber of Information Technolo-
gies: this chamber has 30 years history and currently
has 380 member companies. Almost 70% of the inter-
nationalized Uruguayan IT companies have most of
their business in North America. They are also big play-
ers in different countries of South America. In 2017, the
export volume of Uruguayan ICT International Sales
reached 675 million USD. Uruguay is the 1stin ICT
Development and 1st in Internet download speed in
Latin America.

This year, 5 Uruguayan companies are participat-
ing on the online expo platform: Loopstudio (web and
app developers), Marvic (artificial intelligence), Datalab
(data analysis), ANTEL (state own telecommunications
company) and GEOCOM (management solutions for
business, governments, health and finances).

Q: Since the first exhibition in the CHTF, have

there been any changes or trends in the projects
brought by Uruguay these years?

A:This is the first year that Uruguayan companies
take part in the fair online. Next year we hope that more

companies and institutions can be able.

Q:What do you expect for the CHTF this time?
What difficulties have you overcome to participate
the CHTF against the backdrop of COVID-19 pan-
demic?

A:We hope that Uruguayan high-tech enterprises
and business associations can enter the Chinese
market through the platform of the China Hi-Tech Fair.
In the meantime, we also welcome Chinese high-tech
companies invest and do business in Uruguay. | believe
that this high-tech fair can help Uruguayan and Chinese
companies achieve further ties, and expand their exten-
sive cooperation in information technology and other
aspects. Indeed, 2020 has been a tough year for inter-
national travels and because of this, Uruguayan compa-
nies chose to showcase online.

Q: It has been 22 years since the first CHTF.
How do you see the impact of the CHTF on the city
of Shenzhen and the world?

A: China Hi-Tech Fair has fully demonstrated the
vitality and charm of the development of Shenzhen and
even the whole of China. On the other hand, it brings
together abundant international resources to promote
the economic and technological cooperation between
China and other countries. There is no doubt that CHTF
has created more opportunities which contributed in
close cooperation among all countries in the world. We
hope to expand the scale of the Uruguayan exhibition

next year.

Innovation: Long-term challenges

and new technologies

Cooperation with China / Shenzhen / now and then

My acquaintance with China goes back a long way, to a visit
as a tourist about 20 years ago. It was so different then.

My initial professional association with China, as an academ-
ic, does indeed relate to Tongji University, about 20 years back.

After an interlude, having been appointed an Academician, | started
to take a lead in collaborating with the Chinese Academy of Sciences on
smart city topics, and slowly also began to become involved in the whole
Sino-German collaboration network. Smart cities are still one of my
research topics, and we'll get back to that topic later.

About 6 years ago, | established my own international innova-
tion Center in Wuhan. Of course, now that | know Shenzhen so
much better, it would have been better to establish it here, and
once things are more normal still for international travellers, | will
continue a plan hatched two years ago, i.e. to establish a branch
of the International Innovation Center in Shenzhen.

| already work very closely with the Chinese Academy of Sci-
ences institutes in Shenzhen, and | know there is a plaque honour-
ing my name in one of their materials institutes.

In the future, | will work much more closely with Shenzhen
and some of its GBA neighbours. Already this year, | had planned
to bring a very large delegation of German Academicians to Shen-
zhen, in April 2020; my plan, however, was thwarted by the
Corona virus. Certainly in 2022!

Views on CHTF

The China High Tech Fair is simply overwhelming, and | am
extremely sorry | can only make a contribution remotely. Until a
few years ago, the German CEBIT and Hannover Industrial Fairs
were the biggest and most significant in the world, and the first of
these has been outshone by Shenzhen, and the second is in
danger of being upstaged by CHTF.

| promise I'll come again next year, in person.

And in the meanwhile, I'll visit Shenzhen often, because it is an
inspirational place.

Shenzhen and smart manufacturing

For many years already, Shenzhen has had the distinction of
being able to produce the fastest prototypes in the world. This, so
everybody says, is because of the extraordinary skills, speed and
highest level of collaboration which exists among Shenzhen com-

panies. No wonder industries from the whom world come to Shen-
zhen to use these facilities.

As time goes by, Shenzhen will acquire a reputation as a
smart manufacturing capital, and we will see this as their major
asset. Shenzhen is uniquely place to be the centre of collaboration
of the entire GBA, and this will lead to extraordinary levels of inno-
vation not seen elsewhere. There is so much talent here.

Industrie 4.0: what will it bring

Industrie 4.0 is a framework for what is about to happen in
the most modern industries world-wide. While we continue to
discover more and more modern technologies captured by our
sensor-based environments in industry, in organizations such
as health and in cites, the Germans have also the Industrie 4.0
generates the biggest value because it allows entire new ways
to reconfigure the world of innovation and to generate new
business models throughout the life cycle of products and ser-
vices.

Also, the most modern trend is of course to design circular
economy and green characteristics into everything we innovate,
create and produce, thus allowing us better, more sustainable use
of resources and perhaps even greater enjoyment for mankind.

My International Innovation Center will soon bring new tech-
nologies for the recycling of fertiliser and precious wastes. We also
plan a major campaign to help generate new business models as
part of the circular economy — and thus generate more research,
more jobs, more talent, more knowhow in China. | hope we can do
lots of that in Shenzhen.

Smart Cities: work and future

As we advance smart city technologies, in areas such for
example energy, mobility, sensor-based assistance systems and
many others, we must make certain that the large cities in China
remain liveable and enjoyable for the people. Cities will for the
foreseeable future remain the condensed powers for innovation,
and ideas can flourish in cities quickly and be implemented quickly.

Shenzhen will continue to accommodate people from the
countryside as well as other cities in China, simply because it is so
enormously attractive.

With the establishment of an institute her, | will try to make a

contribution to the continued implementation spirit of Shenzhen,
and | hope to continue to be part of that innovation spirit.
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Conference & Events

Agenda For China Hi-tech Fair 2020

Event

2020 Bao'an Longchuan County Economic and Trade Promotion

2020 Digital New Infrastructure Leaders Summit

2020 China Hardware Maker Contest (Finals)

Opening Ceremony for E-Sport League in
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macau GBA

China Popular Science Innovation and Development Summit

2020 Hi-Tech Start-ups Award Ceremony of CHTF

Professional Salons and Activities

New Product and Technology Release

China Popular Science Innovation and Development Summit

Industrial Policy Release and Interpretation on Sci-tech Innovation
in Luohu District

Luohu District Hi-Tech Enterprise Contacts' Salon

CHTF Luohu: New Product Release

November 15
Venue

Plum Blossom Hall, 5F, Shenzhen Convention & Exhibition Center

Plum Blossom Hall, 5F, Shenzhen Convention & Exhibition Center

Peony Hall, 5F, Shenzhen Convention & Exhibition Center

Rose Hall 3, 5F, Shenzhen Convention & Exhibition Center

Bougainvillea Hall, 5F, Shenzhen Convention & Exhibition Center

2F (West), Shenzhen Convention & Exhibition Center

Hall 1 (1A55), Hall 2 (2J56), Hall 4 (4A15), Shenzhen Convention
& Exhibition Center

Hall 1 (1A39, 1A41), Shenzhen Convention & Exhibition Center

Rose Hall 3, 5F, Shenzhen Convention & Exhibition Center

Luohu Control Building

Luohu District (TBD)

Booth for Luohu District, Shenzhen Convention & Exhibition Center

Organizer

Longchuan County Party Committee, Longchuan County People's
Government, Shenzhen Baoan District Help Center

True Digital Foundation, Shenzhen Artificial Intelligence Industry
Association

Shenzhen Huagiu Electronics Co., Ltd

Yuejing Technology (Shenzhen) Co., Ltd

Shenzhen Science Popularization Enterprise Association

CHTF Organizing Committee

CHTF Organizing Committee

CHTF Organizing Committee

Shenzhen Science Popularization Enterprise Association

Co-organized by:
Luohu District Science, Technology and Innovation Bureau
Shenzhen Luohu Investment Holdings Co., Ltd

Luohu District Science, Technology and Innovation Bureau

Luohu District Science, Technology and Innovation Bureau

(The latest update was made on October 28, 2020. The final agenda published by the CHTF Organizing Committee at www.chtf.com prevails.)




